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Crime wave
Police report 169 car prowls
since January, nearing '09 total
BY KELLY REQUA

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY KATIE REESE

I

Staff Reporter

It was a Thursday morning when Laurie
Porter walked out of her Brooklane apartment to find the parking lot swarmed with
police officers. As she made her way to her
car, an officer informed her that she and
several others had become victims of vehicle prowls. Porter had left her car door
unlocked overnight, allowing the thief to
rummage through her vehicle.
"I didn't even realize it, I didn't even
hear or see anything, luckily I had nothing in there worth stealing;' Porter said. "I
guess we should learn to lock our doors:'
Local law enforcement authorities
on and off campus have seen an unusual
increase in car prowls so far this year.
According to Lt. Jason Koch of Central
Washington University Campus Police, 32
car prowls have been reported on campus
since the beginning ofJanuary. Thirteen of
the prowls occurred in Brooklane, nine of
which were committed in a single night on
Feb. 25.
Ellensburg police have recorded 169 car
prowls so far this year, already nearing the
211 prowls that were reported in 2009, according to their annual report.
The prowls in Brooklane took place
.in the courts farthest from the entrance,
making it a location where thieves working
as a team could have a lookout for vehicles
entering the complex. Thieves who car
prowl will walk parking lots and look for
unlocked vehicles as easy targets. When

there's more than one thief, one will act
as a lookout while the other opens doors,
Koch said.
Michael Burdick, a resident of Brooklane, lives in a neighboring court that was
prowled along with Porter's. He had left his
work truck unlocked with his wallet inside. Burdick was not aware of the prowls
until a police officer knocked on his door
early the next morning, wallet in hand.
"They didn't take anything else, I think
they were just looking for money;' Burdick
said.
A majority of the car prowls reported on campus were caused by unlocked
doors, making the crime easily preventable, Koch said.
"To reduce your risk of being a victim
of any crime, lock your doors and keep
·your valuables out of sight. It's that simple;'
Koch said.
While prowls were increasing, Krystal
Noga-Styron, assistant professor and program director oflaw and justice at the Lynnwood center, began conducting a survey
to gain data on how the public perceives
crime.
"There seems to be general perception
and public opinion that crime goes up in a
bad economic time. It's not actually true;'
she said. "Crime does not go up when the
economy is bad:'

CONTINUED ON P.5

Budget dominates quarterly administrative Fireside Chat
BY ANTHONY JAMES
Central Washington University President James Gaudino and his cabinet hosted the quarterly Fireside Chat
Monday night and one topic ruled the discussion - the
budget.
About 15 students attended the forum, sponsored by
88.1 the 'Burg, in the Student Union and Recreation Center Pit, which gives members of the campus community
the opportunity to ask questions of the president and his
cabinet.
The widely discussed state funding cut of $4.9 million
won't be as bad as originally thought, Gaudino said. Central is now looking at a cut of $3 million to $4 million.
Costs for employee health insurance are expected to
go up by $1.1 million next year, and the increased costs
were originally thought to have come from the university's
budget. Yet, Gaudino said the state is providing funding to
offset the cost.
Central will also face increased costs in required pay
increases based on length of service and increased unemployment compensation benefits.
Gaudino will present a preliminary budget at Friday's
Board of Trustees meeting. A finalized version will be introduced at a campus-wide forum Monday at 1 p.m. in the
SURC Ballroom.
Gaudino said "the decisions really haven't been made"
on the budget.
Members of the Associated Students of Central Washington University Board of Directors were on hand to ask
questions. One question was about combining the lobbying efforts of administration, faculty and students.
Currently, these efforts are largely separate, but Gaudino proposed combining the three groups to lobby lawmakers in Olympia.
"There's going to be times we disagree but this will be
a mechanism;' Gaudino said. "More often than not, we'll
agree:'
Gaudino was also asked about coming to Central when
the university faced such a dire budget situation.
"What I've had to do is cut 36 percent out of the budget;' said Gaudino, who has been president for 16 months.
"Some of these cuts may have been less surgical than we
would have liked:'
In his time here, Gaudino said his cabinet has begun to
improve communication between departments.
Proposals for a Greek system have been around for

I
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ANTHONY JAMES

GAUDINO FEELS THE HEAT Ja ck Barry, ASCWU-BOD vice president ofpolitical affairs, questions President Gaudino
and his cabinet at the quarterly Fireside Chat, sponsored by 88.1 the 'Burg on Monday, April 26.

about a year and Gaudino said the administration is far
from a final decision.
"I thirik there is a million questions we haven't considered;' he said. "In my mind, the jury is still very out:'
Charlotte Tullos, vice president for student affairs and
enrollment management, said three groups have petitioned for recognition and her office has stopped accepting
petitions until fall quarter to evaluate the pros and cons.
Provost Wayne Quirk said he has only heard from people in favor of a Greek system, but campus-wide surveys
are needed.
''A lot of students come here for the culture and I'm not
sure that culture includes Greek life;' Quirk said.
Through the legislature's budget cuts, one major capital
project was saved: the Hogue Hall renovation.
Lawmakers had threatened to take back the funding,
but it was left in the final budget. Capital funds are separate from the general fund and cannot be used for general

expenditures such as hiring staff.
Chief Planning Officer Libby Street said the decisions
the legislature makes regarding capital projects are often
political. Science programs are popular, Street said, so
those projects often receive funding first.
C_entral was the only state university to retain capital
funding in the 2010 supplemental budget, Gaudino said.
Planning for capital projects often stretches for 10 years
or more. The next project will be a new science building,
slated for funding in the 2011-13 biennium, Gaudino said.
The final subject of the night was the Inclusiveness Initiative. Gaudino said he received_the results last week and
most said they had seen or experienced an act of discrimination and didn't know how to report it.
Out of2,400 responses, only 1,000 were from students.
"The results weren't very positive;' Gaudino said.
"We're going to find out what it is and take some steps to
correct that:'
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Election kickoff :
Candidates prepare for
campaign trail
BY BONNIE DAVIDSON

President

I

Staff Reporter

President

Candidates for the Board of Directors
election are officially on the campaign trail
this week.
Candidates had their first forum in the
SURC pit last night. Students will get the opportunity to hear out the candidates again
on May 5. Two forums will take place at 5
p.m. in Black Hall 151 for the Club Senate
and 7 p.m. in the Science Building 147 for
the Residence Hall Association.
Only one position will have a primary
election, the vice president of student life
and facilities. Online voting for the primary
election will begin May 6 at midnight and
stay open through the day until 7 p.m.
VP of Life
and Facilities

Executive VP

Polling sites, located at the west and east
ends of the Student Union and Recreation
Center (SURC), Shaw Smeyser and Nicholson Pavilion, will be open from 10 a.m. to
7p.m.
If students would like to participate, the
BOD is looking for volunteers to run the
West SURC patio and the Shaw Smeyser
polling sites. The final forum will take place
on May 11 for the general candidates and
an election debate will be held and taped on
May 18. The general election will take place
on May 20Jrom 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. at the same
polling sites. Results from the elections will
be posted at midnight.

VP of Life
and Facilities

VP of Life
and Facilities

"My main goal is
to look at how the
increased enrollment
and increased tuition
at CWU is going to
effect student life on
campus."

"My big concerns
are that I'd like the
students to have the
voice, sometimes they
are not being heard:'

•.I
"Speaking up for the
unspoken voices:'
Gabriel Munoz

"I believe I have the
experience necessary
to be able to succeed
as the student body
president:'

"With my experience
in the field and our
experiences on campus, together we can
harness our student
power:'

Megan Hammond

"It will be my mission to help students
on a one on one basis
as well as the general
student body:'

Ethan Estalilla

Steven Ross

Chris Goehner
Linsey Haywood
VP of
Political Affairs

VP of Clubs and
Organizations

VP of
Academic Affairs

VP of Equity and
Community Service

VP of Equity and
Community Service

Upcoming events
May 5 - Candidate Forum
7 p.m. Science Building
147
May 6 - Primary Election
9 a.m. - 7 p.m.
May 11 - General Election
Candidate Forum ·
4 p.m. - 6 p.m. SURC Pit

"I will strive to build
stronger communication throughout
our entire campus,
provide opportunities
for students to grow
professionally through
programming,
continuing to fight
in Olympia for more
student dollars, and
always make sure the
students are heard:'

'Tm a non-traditional
student with 10 years
of experience as a
leader in the professional world. My professional experience
lends unique capac
bilities that will foster
success in office:'

"I hope to bring
fire, enthusiasm and
integrity to the office
that can be used by
students to settle issues and back them
up when it's needed:'
Paul Stayback

Trevor Bevier

Rebekah Schoonover

"I have chosen to
run for the position
to promote a general awareness of the
Equity and Service
Council throughout
the campus and community while fostering the values and
the mission of that
council and the Association of Students
for Central:'

"I plan on helping
provide more responsibilities and represent
the under-represented
on campus and work
on building bridges
with the campus and
community, I would
like to get the community to get more
involved Central:'
Ezekiel Hill

May 12 - General Election
Candidate Forum 5 p.m.
Black Hall 151
May 18 - Election Debate 6
p.m.- 9 p.m. SURC Pit
May 20 - General Election
9 a.m . - 7 p.m.
May 27 - Official Election
Commission ruling 5 p.m.

Stefanie Burger

Summer classes offer opportunities to get ahead, branch out
BY NAOMI NEWELL
Central Washington University students
who want to get a class or two ahead of
their peers, or simply want to graduate on
time, may consider taking classes this summer instead of playing video games all day.
Open registration for the six and 10
week session begins May 10. Classes begin
June 21 and tuition is due on June 23.
Those who are not currently students at
Central can sign up for classes by submitting the summer session non-matriculated
student application. After being processed
by the registrar's office, the prospective student will be sent a letter with their student
ID, PIN and how to access and use their Safari account.
"I took Math 130 and Humanities 102
last summer quarter;' said Aurora Blancaflor, sophomore law and justice major. "I
loved them! We didn't have class on Friday,
the class was smaller, and the teachers were
easy going:'
All students pay in state tuition when

..4
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Staff Reporter

taking summer courses. For undergraduate when I can get them done in six?" Barton
Beyond normal graduate and underclasses, it is $169 per credit up to 10 cred- said. "That's a month and two weeks. I bare- graduate courses, Central offers several
its and $2,028 for 12. The graduate student ly remember summer quarter but I got a lot special programs for students interested
rate is $233 per credit for up to 10 credits of classes out of the way and that is why I in something out of_the realm of ordinary
and $2,796 for 12 credits.
am graduating on time:'
summer courses.
For professors, the opportunity to teach
Although summer quarter seems like a
Dance instructor Therese Young teaches
a few extra classes is more rewarding than good idea for some, so does holding down a summer course that focuses on the culsimply the chance to earn a few extra bucks. a summer job and for many students it tural history of dance, transitioning from
Dr. Jeffrey Dippman will be teaching the makes more sense financially to go home primitive to contemporary times.
philosophy of love this summer as well as for the summer.
"I really enjoy teaching these classes
RELS 402, exploring current ethical issues.
However, students have the opportunity over the summer because the students are
"It's· a little more difficult in six weeks, to take courses at any of the universities six clearly there to learn, their taking the class
but I think with students there's a sense of centers. Besides the residential Ellensburg for a reason;' Young said.
'ease;' Dippman said. "They're more re- campus, there are centers in Des Moines,
Young also uses the summer months to
laxed so it's more fun for me:'
Lynnwood, Moses Lake, Pierce County, teach a twice weekly jazz dance class that
Senior psychology major Mary Barton Wenatchee and Yakima. These centers offer offers students a chance to get in shape.
attended summer session last year and primarily upper level courses in the eve"I hate taking the whole summer off
found that it helped her get ahead in her nings to better accommodate those who are from dancing;' Young said. "It helps me
major. Last summer, she enrolled in PSYCH working. To attend classes at one of these keep in shape:'
460 and 363 and FCSF 101 and 232.
, centers students will need to go over the
For more information about (entral's summer
"I figured why take these complicated pre-admission requirements, .apply online
session visit:
classes, the psychology ones anyway, dur- and send transcripts to the university cening the normal academic year for 10 weeks ter of their choice.
> ... .'... . -~~-~--~~-~~-~:~-~~~~~~-~~~- . ...... .
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CRIME - CONTINUED FROM P.3
According to Noga-Styron, a good economy
provides better targets that criminals are more likely to strike; when the economy is struggling there
are fewer targets.
CWU Campus Police have no definite explanation for what influences crime, but explain that for
car prowls it has been an unusual year.
Crime "just happens. Some people say it depends on the economy, some people say it depends
on the time of year;' Koch said. "This year has been
a little bit different in that there were several people
involved in vehicle prowls in the area and were kind
of working in sync with each other and really hitting people hard:'
Prowlers will take anything from cell phones,
books, GPS units, to cameras and wallets. The
thieves look for items that they can quickly turn
around and sell for cash or trade for drugs, he said.
Campus police increased their efforts to catch
the prowlers by participating in a multi-jurisdictional operation with city and county authorities to
catch the prowlers in the act. However, the operation was unsuccessful, according to Koch. ,
According to Cpt. Dan Hansberry of the Ellensburg Police Department, city patrol officers will
touch base with officers on campus when both jurisdictions experience similar crimes.
"With vehicle prowls, if it's hitting us, it's hitting
campus probably too:' Hansberry said.
At the end of March, Ellensburg police arrested
three local residents and charged them with committing vehicle prowls. The residents arrested - William Bryan Smith, 21, Francis James Kelso, 26, and
a juvenile - had a history and were known by local
authorities, Koch said.
"The c_ity has a designated anti-crime team, so
that's their mission, to go out there and catch them;'
Koch said. "Plus they were getting hit hard, very
hard:'
All three were arrested after city police served a

search warrant and recovered a number of stolen
items from Smith's residence on North Alder.
According to Hansberry the number of vehicle
prowls reporte9 have decreased since the arrests.
"It would have been fairly wishful thinking to
assume they were responsible for every vehicle
prowl;' Hansberry said. "But we're not seeing numbers anywhere near what we saw three months ago:'
Mark McKinney, senior law and justice major,
became a victim of a car prowl in February when
his backpack was stolen from his Jeep outside his
home on 9th Avenue.
.-"My door wasn't shut all the way, but it was
locked so they just kind of jimmied it open;' McKinney said. "The police said there'd been several
break-ins 1n my neighborhood'.'
According to Hansberry, Ellensburg has a high
rate of property theft and assault, but thankfully
does not have very many cases of severe crime.
"I say thankfully because there's a small amount _
of crime here when 30 minutes down the road you
have drive-by shootings in Yakima;' Hansberry
said.
Car prowls, theft and alcohol violations are the
most common occurrences on campus. The high
density of students and vehicles contributes to the
theft. Another contributing factor is the transient
lifestyle of the typical college student, Koch said.
"Every four years we have a whole new population in our school;' Koch said. "So we're in a constant education mode as far as teaching people
crime prevention techniques:'
The best way to avoid becoming a victim of
crime is to lock the doors to residence halls and
cars, and to not leave valuables unattended. Koch
also encourages students to keep their bags and
books within eyesight when on campus.
Koch said if you're in the library studying, take
your books with you when you go to the bathroom.
"As much as that sounds being hyper sensitive,
it's reality;' Koch said. "People will steal books that
are just sitting on the table:'

Japanese Garden rape
suspect extradited to Washington
I

BY KATIE REESE

The prime suspect in the rape
of a 9-year-old Ellensburg girl,
Richard Duane Bunch, 51, was
extradited to Washington after being convicted of rape in Nevada.
According to the Central
Washington University Police
Department, the Ellensburg girl
was reportedly playing with two
friends near the Japanese Garden
on July 19, 2008, when a man befriended them and lured the girl
back to his truck where he assaulted her.
Bunch was located in Washoe
County, Nev. in October 2008,
where he was being held for
10 years to life for the rape of a

News Editor

13-year-old developmentally disabled girl.
Bunch was also convicted of
raping a 20-year-old student on
a trail near St. Martin's campus in
Lacey in April of 2008.
Bunch pleaded · not guilty
Moriday in Thurston County Superior Court, where he is being
charged with first-degree rape,
first-degree robbery while armed
with a deadly weapon and firstdegree kidnapping while armed
with a deadly weapon.
If convicted in Thurston
County, Bunch could face an additional sentence of 16 years to life
in prison.
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Habitat for Humanity ReStore
Cheap, quality supplies for community and students
BY JOHN LASALLE _I Staff Reporter
The Habitat for Humanity ReStore facility has been
open for two weeks at its location on 212 S. Railroad
Street in Ellensburg, selling housing surplus. The funds
generated by the sales of material donated to the Ellensburg ReStore primarily go toward building homes for
Kittitas County Habitat for Humanity partner families.
Items donated to the ReStore facility often come from
contractors, as well as those doing their own home improvement work. Due to the multiple sources of donations, the surplus at the facility are both new and used.
"If something new comes in it gets 50 percent off immediately;' said Mary Johnson, ReStore facility supervisor, as she lowered the price on unopened boxes of hummingbird feeders.
Stoves, cabinets, mirrors, paint, hardwood flooring,
carpet, toilets and light fixtures are among the supplies
offered at a lower cost from the facility.
"This is wonderful for everyone, the profits go to other
people that want to build a home in the area;' said Carol
Ohlde, Habitat for Humanity volunteer. "It's all about
helping other people out:'
The ReStore facility makes an impact on the lives of
Habitat for Humanity families as well the environment
itself. Rather than being disposed of, the supplies at the
ReStore facility are put back into the circulation of the
community.
_
"You can get a tax exemption instead of a dump fee;'
Johnson said. "It helps keep things out of the landfill so its
basically a recycling business that keeps things greener:'
With supplies offered at a lower price, the ReStore facility is an excellent option for college students looking to
improve a space on a low budget. Occasionally landlords
will allow students to make their own improvements and
the ReStore facility offers students these materials at a
low cost.
"College students can find cabinets, carpet squares,
light fixtures, paint, and other items for less than half of
what you would pay;' Johnson said.
Items sold at the ReStore facility might be housing
supplies, but volunteers have seen them used for different creative purposes including window panes as painting surfaces, antique lamps as lawn art, an~ tile for a outdoor kitchen counter-top.
"It's funny because we get odd things;' Johnson said.
"We got church pews and they went immediatelY:'
The Kittitas County Habitat for Humanity is currently

MICHAEL WINKLER

RESTORE FACILITY The Kittitas County Habitat for Humanity ReStore takes home renovation donations of all kinds
including appliances, lumber and carpet.

working on a home in Ellensburg that is expected to be
completed sometime this month. Habitat for Humanity
families apply for a no interest loan. When chosen they
learn how to become a home owner and are required
to put in 500 hours of work time in the construction of
other houses.
"It has changed peoples lives. If you take someone
without a home and put them in a home, everything improves;' Johnson said.
According to Sherri Ott, Habitat for Humanity affiliate coordinator, the organization is accepting student
volunteers from every specialization.
"Habitat for Humanity has a lot of resources that could

benefit marketing students - if they have a passion we'll
figure out something for them to do;' Ott said. "There are
so many skills that students have that could benefit us:'
Habitat for Humanity is also offering students the
chance to help out members of the community by way
of donation, sales and volunteering. The ReStore hours
are from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Friday and Saturday, and can be
contacted at (509) 925-REST.
"It brings a community together, you see many people
at a job site;' Ott said. "It's something tangible you can
see progress as you learn new trades and work along with
the familY:'

Veterans outreach to provide employment resources
BY JESSICA WEISZ
Central Washington University has
over 300 registered student veterans receiving GI benefits. Currently, a variety of
departments and committees are working
together to provide career services to Central's student veterans.
WorkSource representatives from Yakima are available from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.
every Wednesday in SURC 201 as part of
the Veterans Outreach Services program.
"It's about reaching out to veterans and
giving them the opportunity to have services come to them;' said Michelle Cyrus,
assistant director of non-traditional student programs and services.
Together Bill Kirby and Jon Ison prepare veterans for employment and then
assist them in locating job opportunities ..
Kirby, a disabled veterans outreach specialist, focuses on assisting veterans who
face barriers to employment. He offers
resume development, interviewing skills
and other necessary knowledge for getting
hired, Cyrus said.
Once job-ready, Ison, an employment
representative, helps veterans find jobs
through working with employers who are
specifically looking to hire veterans.
According to Ison, both he and Kirby
are retired veterans who have experienced
post-service difficulties.
"We know what not to do;' Ison said.
6

"We're going to make sure that today's veterans get what we didn't:'
The outreach began approximately a
month ago and so far there have been 12
or 13 people who have taken interest in the
program. According to Cyrus, it is expected that as promotional efforts continue
on campus the program will experience
higher interest.
The Veterans Outreach Services held
each week are just the beginning of a growing variety of on-campus resources available to veterans. Other resources include
the Veterans Information Summit that was
held April 26 in the SURC. This event will
be held annually and offers an opportunity
for veterans to discover the benefits available to them all in one location.
The summit featured numerous organizations that offer services to veterans.
Guests included Operation Military Family, Transition Coach and the VA Medical
Clinic.
Veterans were offered an opportunity
to provide feedback regarding the event
as well as complete a survey to help determine which other resources need to be
brought to campus, Cyrus said.
"Whatever we can do to help these veterans is what we need to be doing;' Cyrus
said.
Kevin McFadden, sophomore physical
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NATALIE KINKEL

HELPING VETS Billy Kirby waits for Central veterans to offer guidance with employment
after returningfrom deployment.

education and school and public health
major, believes that these services are necessary and help to provide veterans with
opportunities to stay involved.
"The opportunities are definitely out
there for resources, jobs, everything;' McFadden said. "It's just getting [veterans] involved and getting_information out there:'

For more information about the Central Veterans
Outreach Services program visit the Veterans Office:
www.cw_u .edu/~regi/veteran/
For more information about WorkSource Yakima coll:
509-574-0105
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Family Resource Center hosts life seminars
BY LINDSY WHEADON
There are times when life can be strenuous; times in
which it may be difficult to continue the repetitious daily
tasks that present themselves. Yet an outside source of
advice and education could be the solution. The Central
Washington University Family Resource Center (FRC)
dedicates its efforts in helping educate and serve Central
students and the community of Ellensburg.
There are a variety of upcoming events hosted by
the FRC. According to FRC academic director Amber
Paulk, the event line-up was created after last fall's "Needs
Assessment" test, to meet the specific needs of students
and community members.
"[The FRC] puts on programming that people tell us
they want and need;' Paulk said. "The workshops and
seminars evolve naturally depending on what people tell
us their needs are:'

I

Staff Reporter

DANIELLE DECATO

Upcoming events
May 11 - The FRC will host its free seminar, "Parenting
with a Purpose;' from 6 to 8:30 p.m. in Michaelsen Hall
room 221. Guest speaker Carole Miller Rhodes will
explore parent-guided goal setting and ways of defining
core family values and expectations.
Every Tuesday from 6 to 7 p.m. the FRC holds themed
seminars ranging in topics from health education to
relationships in the Student Union and Recreation Center
(SURC) room 135.
May 4 - "Health on the Go" educating fast and easy
ways to exercise and promote better health.
May 11 - "Where Has the Time Gone?" with tips and
tricks to better manage time.
May 18 - "Relationships: Why Can't We Just Get
· Along?" will provide advice on dealing with difficult
relationships with guest speaker Dr. Duane Dowd.

FRC Nan Doolittle, program coordinator talks with
Central senior Diolselina Moreno.

Five Minutes With ... Nan Doolittle Director of the Family Resource Center
BY LINDSY WHEADON
Family Resource Center (FRC)
Program Director Nan Doolittle makes
a positive advocate for the department
in numerous ways. After being raised
by grandparents in her early childhood
years and being a single mom in college,
she celebrates and supports all healthy
and growing family configurations.
Q: After reading your short biography

on the Family Resource Center website,
your personal experiences really stood
out to me. Did those experiences
affect your decision to work in this
department?
A: Absolutely. I believe _that everything

Do~t ff\!// out
Of\. all tt\,e Pul\.
activitie,!
- River Float
- Student Art Exhibit
- ChiiTiposiums
- Family fitness
and climbing
- Sports games
- See-Saw-athon
- And much more!

that happens to us provides the
foundation for the rest of our lives and
our experiences create our l?assions.
Q: I feel that you make a great advocate
for all different family configurations,
is that true?
A: It is true. I believe that in all types
of family configurations, whether it
is two women together or a family of
eight, all families have similar needs in
most aspects. It would take me hours to
describe my perception of family.
Q: How do your past experiences help
you relate to others that you work with
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in the FRC?
A: Past experiences in my life have been
paramount in helping me relate and
listen openly to others.
Q: Did you have a program like the FRC

to get information and support from?
A: When I was a single parent in
nursing school, with a toddler and
preschooler, there was little support for
non-traditional students. I was the only
single parent in my class in the l 970's.
Fortunately, I was involved in a "parent
preschool" cooperative outside of school
and worked there one day a week. I
would have loved to have been assisted

and involved in a center like Central's
FRC.
Q: What is the most beneficial thing

that you have experienced as a result
from working in the FRC?
A: I am grateful for witnessing the
academic and professional growth of
FRC student interns and employees and
being apart of the bridge that the FRC
has with family service providers on
campus and throughout Kittitas County.
I am also "wowed" by the perseverance
and strength that: student parents have
demonstrated by juggling family, school
and work.

ntay 7·8·9
Hosted by Central Washington
University's Campus Activities!

(l\~t~ei'r. D~y 81tun,c:-ft!
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Juttda~
11 a.m. -1 p.m.
JURC BallroolT\.
Enjoy a delectable spread paired with vocal and
instrumental performances!

Not your typical
A CAPPELLA! Don't
miss this performance!

Jaturda~
8 P·"l:

S16.50 per person, in~ludes a special souvenir
Ticl{_etr attd f.lcco"l.11\0datio,v:
Get your tickets and Family Weekend hotel
specials online a.t www.cwu.edu/-events.

JURC Sallroort\.

Ss Student
$10 General

Sponsored by Campus Activities.
AA/EEO/Title IX Institution. TOD 509.963.2143.
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NOJ[ : Adopt a pet!
I

BY DARCY WYTKO

Editor-in-Chief

My best friend is obese and has one eye. She's hairy and orange, and has a mean penchant for treats. Her name is Lucy, and she's my little pirate cat.
I adopted Lucy almost two years ago - but it wasn't my idea.
My mom dropped her off at my house before leaving on vacation, claiming she needed me to "cat-sit:' She'd adopted an abandoned kitten that had just undergone surgery to
remove an injured left eye. No one knew where she came from or what had happened to
her, only that someone was kind enough to drop her off on the doorstep of a veterinarian. Between my mom and the animal hospital staff, Lucy was back to health in no time.
I knew what mom was up to. I'd developed a nasty habit of living in other countries
and she was determined to keep me in the United States. So she went right for the jugular
my love of animals; especially abandoned, injured baby ones.
I had told her repeatedly that I could not have pets. What if I woke up in the middle
of the night and decided to move to Greece? Or join the Peace Corps? I couldn't take a
cat or a dog with me. I could barely take myself. I refused to be tied down by anything.
But·then I saw Lucy's little paw stick out of the pet carrier. Her little leg was covered
in orange tiger stripes, and she had white tips on her toes - just like she'd stepped in milk.
So naturally I caved. I said it would be fine, but only for a week. When the week was
up, I was in love. Lucy's toys had taken C!Ver my apartment, and Mom was victorious.
0

To seal the deal, my parents brought me home yet another abandoned kitten for
Christmas. They thought Lucy needed a friend, and that the little black and white
one somebody had dumped off was a perfect match. So Toad joined the family, and
we've lived happily ever after ever since.
Though I didn't personally go to an animal shelter to adopt, I highly encourage
you to do so before you purchase a pet. Countless animals are in need of good, loving homes, and they face being euthanized if no one takes them in. Adoption fees
are usually less than $100, and the cost typically includes a spay or neuter, a health
exam and shots. It's a cheap price to save a life.
Adoption isn't to be taken lightly. If you aren't in a position to take proper care
of a pet, consider volunteering at the local· shelter, or making donations of toys and
food. If you're set on having a purebred animal, try finding a pet rescue that specializes in that breed.
Lucy and Toad give me an incredible sense oflove and companionship. To come
home after a hard day and nave them jump in my lap, or to wake up to their little
sandpaper tongues licking my face (even at 5:30 in the morning), is absolute happiness. I'm not exactly the cat sweatshirt wearing kind, but I freely admit that I can't
imagine my life without them. If you're looking for a furry best friend, try one who's
looking for you.

The City of Ellensburg Shelter is located at 1007 Industrial Way. Business hours are noon to 5
p.m. Monday through Friday and noon to 4:30 p.m. on Saturdays. The shelter can be reached at
(509) 962-7246 or via e-mail at ellac_adopt@yahoo.com.

Observance

lndie: find out what it
means to me
BY CHRIS PENSE

I Copy

Desk

Most people turn away when they hear the add or subtract members or even hire someone
word indie. I don't even like it. It makes me else to write their lyrics.
think of kids who go out of their way to be difIndependent record labels rely on word of
ferent just to be noticed. They wear clothes that mouth to promote the band, which costs less
are out of fashion, drink Pabst Blue Ribbon and money and allows more of it to go back to the
abandon bands as soon as they rise in popular- artists. With the amount of freedom indie baI,1ds
ity.
have the breadth of sound is limitless. There are
While there are 'indie kids' like that out there, indie bands that sound like pop from the 80s,
I am here to tell you that some of us really do like classic rock from the 60s, even rap and electronthe music and don't do it for the attention. In ica. Other bands take their freedom to a whole
the past year or so, people have really lost sight new levd creating their own genre. The point
of what it means to be indie. The whole idea is being, anyone can find something they would
to be independent, to think for yourself. Many like.
interpret ·this as going against the mainstream.
You may have noticed I haven't mentioned
They fail to realize if you consistently go against any bands. I could have started spewing off
something then you are still conforming.
ones that I love, but that doesn't mean you'll like
I consider myself indie
them. Everyone has
- but that doesn't mean I
their own taste and I
wear flannel shirts, skinny
"I consider myself indie encourage people. to
jeans or crusty old vans.
_ but that doesn't mean searchformusicthemMany would argue that
fl
l h.
selves. A lot Qf people
this is just another means
I wear anne s irts,
ask me how to even
ofconformityamongnon- skinny jeans or crusty old start looking for indie
conformists. This may be
vans."
bands, so here are my
true but, I realize most
tips.
people need to feel they fit - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - The next time
in somewhere and fashion is the easiest method. you're doing homework in your room, stream an
Every group has their own ridiculous style and online radio station. College radio stations are a
they all use it to set themselves apart.
great place to start and lucky for us we have our
Now that we've gotten all of that out of the own. You can also listen to indie podcasts. KEXP
way, -Jets talk about the music. The term indie has a song of the day podcast, and IndieSpotlight
was originally used to identify bands that are on releases back to back 30 second song clips each
independent record labels. The main difference week. Once you find a band you like, type it into
between an indie label and a major label is the Pandora.com, you might be surprised at how examount of control it has over the band. A major pansive their music library is. Then, if you have
record label spends a lot of time and money pro- the time, check out some music biogs and review
mating the band. This causes the artist to really sites. Pitchfork.com is a well known source, but
rely on the label to remain popular. This control there are plenty others. I am a fan of Indierockcan change the sound of the band. For instance: cafe.com. Hopefully this helps some of you find
rush them to release an album, force them to even more music you'll love.

The edit~rial views expressed here are those of the writers and not necessarily the views of the staff at large, the student body, or
the faculty and administration. They are not to be considered the official views of CWU.

The Observer welcomes brief letters (300 words or less) from readers on current issues. Please include your full name and university affiliation: year and major, degree and year graduated, or staff position and deportment. To be printed in the following week's issue, please
e-mail your letters to cwuobserveropinion@gmoil.com by 5 p.m. Monday. The Observer reserves the right to edit for style and length.
Anonymous letters will not be considered.

Weekend sports information: Mon. 3
p.m. -5 p.m.
Letters to the editor: Sun. 5 p.m.

Entertainment, meetings, calendar
events: Fri. 5 p.m.
Display ads: Fri. 5 p.m.
Classified Ads: Fri. 5 p.m.
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Dear Editor,
I am a student who loves his university, and respects the diverse
population we have here at CWU. I am also of the mindset that
CWU is an institute of higher education, not a place to placate Ann
Coulter-style rhetoric and write it off as "opinion," which is exactly
what has happened in the Observer Opinion section last week. The .
Observer's Opinion Editor published an article on what is now law
(and was at the time of publication), the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. In his piece, Mr. Vimislik explained that he has
read the full bill, and is, for lack of a better term, an expert on the
subject. He then goes on to bullet point a few "facts" about the bill.
This is all well and good, if he had not plagiarized several of the
"facts," and if the "facts" were true in any sense of the word.
Mr. Vimislik begins with this line:
Page 30": External third-party review to decide what care shall
be issued.
On page 30, and the next few pages of the bill, a system is outlined in which if an insured person's insurer intends to rescind
coverage, they must first notify the insured of this decision. Then,
if the insured wishes, they can have a third party review such a
decision, all while remaining insured. This part of the bill basically
abolished the practice of insurers dropping people who were diagnosed with chronic conditions, etc. This is a GOOD thing! Why is
it being misrepresented in this one-liner with no context?
Next, the part that I was able to recognize immediately from
another source:
Page 59, 77: The government will have direct, real-time access to
all individual bank accounts for electronic funds transfer.
While the actual content of that line isn't offensive, the fact that
Mr. Vimislik plagiarized it is unacceptable. As you will find in the
article by Politifact.com (@ http://www.politifact.com/truth-o-meter / article/200.9/jul/30/ e-mail-analysis-health-bill-needs-check-/),
that line, word for word, was part of a fear-mongering chain letter
that is so full of misleading statements that numerous articles have
been dedicated to debunking it. Several other "facts" that Mr. Vimislik outlines in his piece were contained in that chain letter, with
different wording.
I respect the opinion of other CWU students, however I value
the reputation of our university as well. If students are allowed to
spew this kind of misinformation during their major, what will
they go on to do in the real world? Some sort of standard of factchecking needs to be set for these opinion articles before they are
printed, and some sort of journalistic standard needs to be followed
by The Observer if they intend to train students in how to write for
a newspaper, not just copy-and-paste made-up rhetoric.

Zachary Dorsett
Junior, Law and Justice Major
Dear Mr. Dorsett,

Dear Readers

Deadlines:

JEREMY VIMISLIK cwuobserveropinion@gmail.com

Observer Newsroom
9 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-Fri. Boullion 222
(WU, 400 E. University Way
Ellensburg, WA 98926
509-963-1073

First, I would like to commend you for checking on my work. I spent many late
hours on that article and, like I said, sifted and deciphered political jargon from
multiple (five) different sources - some more reputable than others. That is why I
took it upon myself to scour the bill for some of the things I had read about it, both
good and bad. Iwas pleased to find the source of a few of the rumors/myths I'd seen
around the web. I actually did not use the Politifact article you cite in my column;
admittedly, it would have changed many of my bullet points. While writing my article,
I had my five source sites open, as well as the l, 990 page H.R. 3590 .pdf, searching
for keywords. From the bill, I wps able to substantiate a few points from my sources.
Continued on next page
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Deep Thoughts
BY QUINN EDDY

I Thinker

My friends,
I was watching "Armageddon" and thinking of you.
Send that last sentence as a text to a friend and see what happens.
That guy at Grant's who booed me after I read my deep thoughts aloud can gargle my
balls.
I'm super bummed because I really thought last week I served up a solid word snack. I
also thought it was hilarious that I had a bass player follow me in with a guy on drums who
kept the cymbals splashy.
After my second million I plan on buying whatever company that guy who booed me at
Grant's works for so I can personally fire him.
·

The weekend before last, I visited the lovely Emory University in Atlanta. I was there because Central's Swim Club
had qualified for the American Swim Association University League Nationals competition. As an officer of the club;
I had a very stressful time to say the least. Before I even left SeaTac, I had to pay nine bucks to mail a knife back to me
that I had forgotten in my carry on. We had 18 swimmers and only two drivers able to rent cars in Atlanta. The Captain,
Baden Sprinkle, and I were those drivers. We had to take two trips with full cars back and forth from the airport, the hotel, the pool, and for food. We got lost for an hour and a half in downtown ATL the first night. I was following Sprinkle
at that point, so I just rolled down the windows in my 2010 Chevy Impala and bumped the bass-kickin' rap from the
radio. After we had found the airport again, I got a parking ticket at the terminal, then had to move to hourly parking,
which I used for literally six minutes. Five hours after we landed, we fmally got everyone to the hotel - which was only
16 miles away. To shave seconds, all the men on the team shaved their legs, arms, and chest before the meet.
After the meet, we ate at Waffle House because they have the best damn biscuits and gravy ANYWHERE. While
there, swimmer Sam Clark and I noticed a building across the street that had no windows. Was it a bar? Strip club? After
I ate, I walked into the mystery building and was assaulted with a cloud of smoke. I heard a voice say, "We re not gonna
bite:' My eyes adjusted and I saw a bunch of middle-aged men staring at me. I confirmed with the bartender that it was
a bar, explained that I was driving and made an empty promise to come back later. About two minutes later, I had a
conversation with the Waffle House cook, who was laughing after informing me that I had just walked out of a gay bar,
in a gay part of town. The other side of the building had a gay strip club, which I wasn't brave enough to go in alone. I
was a newly shaven swimmer, after all. I've been laughing about that since I got back
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I also might have a driving replica of a Warthog from Halo built. If you're not sure
what that is, Google it. They're pretty chill.
According to CNN, our first president, George Washington, owes the New York City
Library $4,577 for never returning two books. Now if George Washington doesn't have to
pay for his library books I don't see why I should need to pay my parking tickets.
A friend of mine told me that he was trying to sew up a hole that developed in his
crotch. He claims to be quite the seamstress. Seamstress, for some.reason, is just one of
those words that I think is absolutely hilarious.
A lot of popular fishing ponds are stocked with fish. I bet someone somewhere would
be pissed if we imported them from China.
I caught myself reminding my dog that computer labs aren't for dogs.
The weather today looks slightly cloudy with a chance of Quinn.
Pullman is one hell of a place. Someone there tried to link up with my dog's tail like
one of those flying things in avatar. Another person was so bonked that she had to hold
the face of whoe~er she was talking to assert that they were actually there.
Which brings us to this week's weekly word enrichment. Bonk (n.) - a goofy word you
can use instead of"intoxication:' Used in a sentence, "Caitlin was bonked at that party:'

Georgia
Peachesl
For more information on the
Swim meet, see page 20

Continued from previous page Since the source articles published were based on many older versions of the bill,
I had to search for their place in the newer bill. The disparity between source bullet points and their page number in the new bill
ranged from no change to 300 pages.
To my surprise and embarrassment, I did quote word-for-ward the bullet point on federa l bank access. Through all of my
fact-checking I must have gotten that line stuck in my head and typed it in. I apologize for this discrepancy. I have NEVER copyand-pasted anything not directly attributed in any piece of work I have done. Again, Isincerely apologize to my readers because
of this oversight. Itake full responsibility for this. I also did not presume at any time that I was an expert on the bill. Frankly, I
think no one is - even on Capitol Hill.
In response to your comment about taking facts out of context, I urged readers to research for themselves the ins and outs
of the bill. I wish to merely foster concern among our indifferent peers and spur their own interest in our collective future. I am
grateful that you are not indifferent, Mr. Dorsett. I had hoped my comment on us drifting into Orwellia_nsociety would have upset
more readers into writing to me. Thank you for observing the Observer. We are, after all, just students.

RE:Alationships 101:
"I love yo_
u" ...

"Awesome"
BY ERICA SPALTI

I Online

Editor

Dear Erica,
If you think I core, WRITE IN and see!
asktinasparkle@yahoo.com

Dear Tina,
I have this friend, who (to be nice about the subject as much as possible) is always just so miserable. Personally it bugs the CRAP out of me, but I live with her, and Ican't do too much about it
now, until the end of the school year when I can move out. What should I do?
Signed, CB
Dear CB,

If you don't have anything nice to say, come sit
next to me and we can talk about it. Because sometimes by actually talking about something you don't
like you will learn how to work with or around certain situations.
I know a lot of people right now probably haven't
read past the first sentence. If they have, then sweet!
They might be learning a little bit themselves.
Have you sat down with your roommate, and
talked to them about this? If you haven't, do so now
(AFTER you've read what I have to say). People
need to start realizing that talking is the key to understanding one another. For example, if you are
mad at one of your girl friends because she is always talking like she is the s**", then let her know
shes being too narcissistic. She might get offended,
but if she isn't willing to listen to you, then she obviously is too closed-minded to listen to reason.
Friends are here to help guide one another to better themselves in life. Some friends we call lifetime
friends (best friends), and they help you throughout your life. Some are good friends, they are the
ones that help you while you are around them. You
even have the "dose' friends, who you can't stand
to be around longer than an hour, BUT within that
hour they've helped you before they got extremely
armoying.
But with all your friends it's always important to
talk to th~m. Your lifetime friends are the friends
that will take and give constructive criticism; your
good friends are ones who at some point won't take
criticism and stop talking to you. As for the "dose"
friend, well, sometimes its best not to tell them,

they are the friends who once you say something
to criticize they go play the "telephone" game with
everyone else, just like in PRESCHOOL.
. So what am I trying to say? TALK! If your
roommate gets upset, good. Let them get upset,
give them their space, but eventually they are going to say something back to you, and you shouldn't
react to it. That might be them testing to see if you
are going to react, and a reaction means they can
bother you. On the contrary, if they take what you
said and learn from it, then you both have grown.
You've learned to speak with people, and they have
learned to not be so miserable.
Always remember though, "misery loves company:' So know the boundaries and don't get consumed into it.

LOVE ALWAYS, *Tina Sparkle*
P.S. - For those of you who don't know what narcissism is, it's being very egotistical. The term Narcissist comes from a Greek story about a man named,
Narcissus, who loved himself so much that one day
he came across a lake and saw his own reflection
and thought he was drowning. He leaped into the
water trying to save himself, but in turn ended ilp
drowning. Moral of the story: don't drown in your
own love of yourself.
Now, do you think if he had someone to talk to
him that would of happened? That's something to
think about.

I have been dating my current boyfriend for about eight months and the other night
I told him I loved him. I thought he was going to say it back, but all he said was
"awesome." Ever since I said it he has been all distant and weird. I don't know what •
to do. Should I not have said anything? I am so confused! Please help me!
Thanks, In Love
Dear In Love,
At least he didn't say "Thank You:' which a lot of guys do. The word
"love" really freaks them Qut. This is a really tough topic and I knew
it was going to come up at some point, so here is my best attempt to
help you.
You carmot put a timeline on love. It cracks me up when I hear
people saying, "you carmot say the words 'I love you' to your significant other until you have been dating for at least six months. For best
results, wait a year:' For best results? What are you talking about, hair
color? While yes I agree, you carmot know if you really love someone
after a week, let's get seriQus. However, if you start developing deep
feelings for a person after a few months, say two or three, then it could
be love.
I can't tell you to voice your feelings to your partner, because let's
face it - not all men want to talk or hear about your feelings. But if you
feel the need to tell them and they respond by saying "Oh;' "Thank
You:' ''.Awesome:' or my p~rsonal favorite "That's cool;' then it generally means one of two things:
One: he is not the romantic type. Right now he i~ totally freaked out
and he doesn't know how to let you down easy.
Two: He is freaked out in a good way and doesn't know how to
handle his feelings towards you. He is feeling the same way, but afraid
if he says it back you won't believe him. I'm not saying this is true for
all guys, this is just what I know from past experience.
You are· fine. Your man probably really does love you, but he is
probably just as scared as you are of getting heartbroken. Give him
time and he will say it. Once he does say it, back don't throw it around
like the words "Hello;' "Goodbye;' or "duuuuddde:' Say it with feeling
and meaning when you really do mean it. If that means you don't say
it every day, it's OK. I hope this helps!

XD XD
Erica

Got a relationship problem and you need some outside advice? Send me
an e-mail me ot cwuobserveronline@gmail.com.
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"Walk for Walker"
Ellensburg community fundraises for child cancer victim
BY CHRISTINE JAHNS

COURTESY OF BECKY MCDOWELL

WALKER WHITEHURST 1-year-old Walker and his
mom, Maddy Whitehurst.

Walker Whitehurst took his first steps in his room at
Children's hospital. He is now 19 months old and has
already gone through six rounds of chemotherapy and
surgery to remove an egg-sized 'tumor. He will soon endure another intensive round of radiation, chemotherapy and other treatments.
When Walker was one, his parents, Ben and Maddy,
noticed dark circles under his eyes. By November, the
darkness under his eyes was so severe that his parents
took him to a local pediatrician. The pediatrician didn't
recognize Walker's symptoms and recommended they
take him to Children's Hospital in Seattle.
While at Children's, a CAT scan revealed small tumors around Walker's eye sockets. After further testing,
Walker was diagnosed with stage four Neuroblastoma,
a cancer that only affects children under the age of 10

I

Senior Reporter

and, according to the American Cancer Society (ACS),
Crawford's initial goal was to raise $9,000. So far, apaccounts for only 7 percent of cancers in children.
proximately $12,500 has been raised.
"When you first find out about it, it's like 'oh my gosh'
"We live in an amazing c·o mmunity because every bit
you can't believe that that is happening to someone that of this has been generated right here in town;' Crawford
young and that small to have that serious of a problem;' said.
said Becky McDowell, Walker's grandmother. "But you
The money raised has gone toward the $25 a night
adapt pretty quickly because the children don't feel sor- room at the Ronald McDonald house for Ben and Madry for themselves and they don't mope around. They're dy, the nasal gastro feeding tube that Walker has in 24
happy. It's pretty amazing:'
hours a day to give him the food he needs, stem cell surBy stage four, the cancer has spread from the area it gery and a new treatment that has shown promising reoriginated, putting Walker in a high-risk group with sults in other patients.
only a 20 to 40 percent five-year survival rate. In WalkBecause there will be a variety of transportation mether's case, the cancer originated above his diaphragm and ods, the starting times will be staggered. Runners will
spread to his bone marrow and other parts of his body.
start at 8 a.m., bicyclists at 8:30 a.m., walkers at 9 a.m.
Although the family has insurance, many cancer treat- and horseback riders at 11 a.m. Participants pay a $20
ments are not covered, which is why Roylene Crawford, registration fee. The first 100 will get a T-shirt and peChamber of Commerce visitor center information man- dometer. Those who want to participate can register beager and friend of Whitehurst's grandparents, began or- fore at 11 a.m. at the event.
ganizing fundraising events soon after his diagnosis.
Those who are unable to participate but still want to
At 8 a.m. on May 1, runners, walkers, bicyclists and help can make a donation to the Walker Orion Whitehorseback riders will participate in "Walk for Walker;' hurst (WOW) Benefit account at Sterling Savings Bank.
a 7.5 mile event starting at the John Wayne Trailhead at
McDowell was so overwhelmed and touched by the
the fairgrounds and ending at the depot in Kittitas . .
outpouring of support that she and Crawford have de"It's really nice to know that the community will step cided to make this account into a foundation to help
up when someone is in need;' Crawford said. "They do it those in town who are in need.
all the time. This is not an isolated case:'
"This is such a great community and there's alw,ays
This will be the fourth Walker fundraiser. The first was a need;' McDowell said. "Things come up and happen
a pizza and ice cream feed, with which the local "This-N- where people need an event to raise money and this will
That" 4-H Club helped. They'll also help with "Walk for be a good foundation to go through:'
Walker" by managing checkpoints and water stations.
Two weeks ago, a scan of Walker's body revealed that
According to Diana Tasker, co-leader of the 4-H club, a . cancer is no longer present in his bone marrow or any
unanimous club vote resulted in their participation.
other part of his body. He'll continue with his treatment
"This is a reality that hit close to home;' Tasker said. plan in hopes that it prevents the cancer from returning.
"The kids in our club really believe in giving back to the
To keep up with his progress, his mother Maddy has
community:'
created an online journal where she posts frequent upAnother fundraiser was a baked potato feed at Dry dates. The website is www.caringbridge.org/visit/bmwCreek Assisted Living Community.
whitehurst but you must register with the site to view
The Ellensburg School District also participated in the the journal.
nation wide Coaches Against Cancer event and donated
For inquiries on the "Walk for Walker" event e-mail
all the proceeds to Walker's treatment.
Roylene Crawford at crawfords@kvalley.com.

"Get Intimate with the Shrub-Steppe"
Kittitas County residents explore the valley's ecosystem
BY ELIZABETH DEVOS
Kittitas county residents will soon have a chance to
get up close and personal with the native plants of their
valley during the 11th annual "Get Intimate with the
Shrub-Steppe" event.
According to Diedra Petrina, Kittitas County project
associate for Cascade Land Conservancy, the event will
raise awareness about _the valley's ecosystem.
The Kittitas Environmental Education Network
(KEEN) is sponsoring this event in an effort to support
environmental education.
"What a lot of people don't realize is that our local
ecosystem is an extremely diverse ecosystem;' Petrina
said. "We actually have a lot more than what's over on
the west side:•
The event will include hour-long guided hikes, during
which participants will learn about snakes, beavers, river exploration and geology while taking in the scenery.
"Our ecosystem is surprisingly beautiful;' Petrina
said. "You can't just drive by and see all of its beauty.
Most of its beauty is kind of hidden:'
Local agencies and organizations will be at the event
with environmentally educational exhibits. Experts will
be available to answer questions.
During lectures, participants will hear from professors at Central Washington University, employees of
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the Department of Natural Resources and other professional fields.
Lecture ·topics will include Ellensburg's windy weather and big horn sheep, among others.

"What a lot of people don't realize is that
our local ecosystem is an extremely
diverse ecosystem ... We actually have a lot
more than what's over on the West side."
DIEDRA PETRINA
Kittitas County Project Associate for
Cascade Land Conservancy

This event is held annually on the first Saturday of
May. It was started 11 years ago by KEEN and the Cascade Land Conservancy and averages about 300 participants a year. Event coordinators hope this year will
bring even more participants.
"Nobody knew about [the shrub-steppe];' said Jill
Arango, conservation director for Kittitas County Cascade Land Conservancy. "We thought we would devise
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an event that families could learn about and enjoy the
shrub-steppe and the habitat:'
Volunteers are needed to help with traffic coordination, game organizing and more. Those interested in
helping should fill out the volunteer form on the Kittitas County Cascade Land Conservancy website at www.
kittitasee.net.
The lectures will be held at Helen McCabe Park. A
reptile booth and a river bugs and fish booth will be
located at the Umtanum Recreation Area.
Field trips will take place at both locations.
A shuttle will be available to transport people between locations, but space is limited, so participants are
encouraged to drive themselves.
Helen McCabe State Park is located on Canyon Road and Thrall
Road in Ellensburg.
Umtanum Creek Recreation Area is located on Stale Route 821 in
the Yakima River Canyon south of Ellensburg.
'

For more info or to volunteer, check out the KEEN website at:
www.kittitasee.net

SCENE

Kevin "KC" Camarillo
Central' s executive chef gets creative
BY AMY THOMPSON I Special to the Observer
Kevin Camarillo (KC) has spent time
cooking or in a restaurant since he was
12 years old. He was born to cook and
that passion has led him to be the executive chef of Central Washington University's Dining Services.
''I've always had a good relationship
with food;' KC says. ''I've always loved
it:'
He has been a professional for the past
19 years, and has been at Central since
2005. He started as a sous chef, then was
an interim executive chef for a year and a
half and is now the executive chef.
KC spends his days as a manager planning campus menus ensuring everything
runs smoothly. He is also in charge of
managing the staff.
·
There is less cooking required in an
executive chef position, but KC still
loves cooking and is able to express that
by serving specialty dishes, such as his
salmon chili, and cooking for classes on
occasion.
"I think he's wonderful;' says Mike
DeLozier, cook one for dining services.
"I've been around a lot of chefs, tasted a
lot of food. All of the knowledge he has
towards cooking is really amazing. I'd do
anything for this guf'
The kitchen behind the Central Market Place in the Student Union and Recreation Center smells of different meats
as KC preps some alligator to deep fry.
The seasonings on the table put off a faint
spicy scent. Large silver bowls contain
flour and batter to dip the meat in. KC
executes each step with grace, rolling the
meat back and forth in the flour and batter to later take to the fryers. •
He hasn't cooked alligator meat before,
so he's testing a few pieces to make sure
it turns out all right before he makes everything.
"I have a sense of how much you put in
something;' he says.

When the meat is done, KC plops it
down on a paper towel and the taste-testing begins. All of the employees on duty
circle around to try the deep-fried alligator meat. The inside is tender and juicy
and the outside is crunchy and flavorful.
KC was cooking the alligator meat for
an "extreme" beer class that evening. He
was also preparing to cook ostrich and ,
frog legs for the event.
KC always knew that he wanted to
pursue a career in cooking, but the road
there wasn't the easiest. He didn't get his
culinary degree until ten years into his
cooking career.
He was born and raised in east Los Angeles, where he lived for the first 20 years
of his life. He worked in all kinds of restaurant jobs, gaining all the experience
he could. Just after his 21st birthday, he
moved to Denver as a corporate trainer.
Be remembers when he and a 21-yearold man applied for the same job in Denver for a position on ESPN Zone. KC had
a lot of experience, but no degree. The
young man, who had a degree but no experience, got the job.
This opened KC's eyes to the realization that he would need a degree to get
the job he wanted. So he attended Scottsdale Culinary School in Arizona.
''I've never been one to sit still;' KC
says. "I've always pushed myself to the
next level:'
While there, KC had the opportunity
to work with some cooking celebrities,
such as Wolfgang Puck.
"That was my big highlight;' he says.
In order to graduate culinary school,
KC needed an externship. While visiting
some high school friends on a Halloween weekend in Seattle, he found one at ·
Elliott's Oyster House in Seattle.
Around this time, KC became reacquainted with his old high school friend,
Jojo. They were later married and he

COURTESY OF KEVIN "KC" CAMARILLO

CHEF KC Central Dining Services Chef Kevin "KC" Camarillo shows off one of his many
creations. KC can be seen on "KC in the Kitchen" on KCWU-TV (channel 15).

moved to Ellensburg to be with her.
That's when he found his job at Central.
KC has had the opportunity to leave
Central and work elsewhere, but he likes
what he's found in Ellensburg.
There's a lot KC likes about working at
Central.
"I won't lie, it's the hours;' he says. ''At
restaurants, I used to get out at 2 a.m. I
like working with students. Students are
a little more honest, I like this kind of
feedback:'
He also likes being able to be as creative as he chooses, he says.
In 2007, he began filming a cooking
show, '~ KC in the Kitchen;' that still airs
on Central's local television station (KCWU-TV), Channel 15. On the show he
makes simple but tasty dishes that would
be easy for busy students to follow, such

as eggs and pizza.
Like a lot of chefs, KC has a specialty
dish. Although he's not a fan of salmon,
he has been working to perfect his red
salmon chili for eight years. He first got
the idea for this dish from · a cooking
show that paired salmon and chili.
KC likes to make this dish because of
the "wow factor:' One of the ingredients
is chocolate.
When it comes other types of cooking, KC leans toward the Southwest. He
makes dishes "kind of spicy with a lot of
flair;' he says.
Somewhere down the road, KC would
like to own his own restaurant and pub.
He'd also like to attend a division one
school and be an executive chef there,
but for now is content with the home he's
found in Ellensburg.
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Iron Horse Trail Show
ABATE promotes motorcycle safety and fair legislation
BY JOE SAVIDGE
Burgers, babes, bands, brews and
bikes! The Second Annual Iron Horse
Trail Show is taking over the Red Horse
Diner this Saturday and Sunday.
The event was organized by the Kittitas County chapter of American Bikers
Aimed Towards Education (ABATE);
a non-profit organization that aims to
educate people about motorcycle safety
and laws, as well as to promote fair motorcycle legislation.
Motorcycle viewings will begin at
noon on Sunday. An hour later, the Seattle Cossacks, a motorcycle stunt group,
will perform their acrobatic act on Harley Davidson motorcycles. The group has
been shocking crowds with gut-twisting
antics since 1938.
At 3 p.m. on Sunday the award trophies will be presented by the Grant's
Girls of Grant's Pizza Place. Kathy Grant,
co-owner of Grant's Pizza Place, is looking fo rward to the publicity this event
will provide.
.
"I hope it will be a turning point fo r the
girls;' Grant said.
The Grant's Girls will be performing
choreographed dances, selling raffie tickets and handing out fliers for ABATE's
Labor Day party on Sunday. Local busi nesses have donated prizes for the raffie.
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COURTESY OF KITTITAS COUNTY ABATE

MOTORCYCLE LINEUP The first annual Iron Horse Tra il Motorcycle Show took
place on May 3, 2009, and drew a crowd of 800 motorcycles and 3,000 people.

New to this year's show is a day full of
fu n on Saturday. There will be a bike run
fro m 9:45 a.m. to 2:45 p.m. Participants
will ride all over Kittitas County, but will
begin and end at the Red Horse Diner.
Free, live music by Mr. E. will follow
the bike run at the Red Horse Diner.

ABATE will donate a portion of the
event's proceeds to the Kittitas County
Red Cross. Last year's proceeds were donated to the Make-A-Wish fo undation,
and sent a local two-year-old and her
family to Disneyland.
For Joe Hill, local ABATE Deputy

Coordinator and 2010 Bike Show Committee Chairman, giving back to the
. community isn't something new. Ht is
a member of the Vietnam Veterans of
America and the Veterans of Foreign
Wars, organizations that are committed
to helping the local community.
Statewide, the month of May is recognized as Motorcycle Awareness Month.
According to Hill, the local chapter of
ABATE pushed for Kittitas County to
recognize it as such.
A study that found that the drivers of
cars, trucks and other motor vehicles are
responsible for approximately two-thirds
of accidents between motorcycles and
motor vehicles.
"Jt's important to get the public to
know we're there;' Hill said.
Last year's show attracted 800 motorcycles and 3,000 people. Contestants
came fro m as fa r away as Idaho.
Luckily fo r the hungry travelers, the
Red Horse Diner offers burgers, salads
and sandwiches, as well as desserts, beer
and wine.
"I think we'll have a bigger turnout this
year;' Hill said.
Competition registration is fro m 10
a. m. until noon and costs $10. General
admission is free.
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At Verizon Wireless, I'm always on the go - always meeting and working with
new people. I'm so energized by my career!
[ I love the feeling that I'm constantly
making things happen! ]

We are currently seeking candidates for the following positions:

RETAIL SALES REPS
RETAIL CUSTOMER SUPPORT REPS
Enjoy competitive pay, comprehensive health benefits, 401 (k), paid
time off, work-life programs, tuition assistance, phone discounts,
award-winning training, continuous learning and much more.

Careers For Everything You A_re
www.verizonwireless.com/careers
Verizon Wireless is an equal opportunity employer, m/f/d/v.
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Pregnant?

5 Minutes With... Cortney Howisey
30-Hour Fast participant
BY AMANDA MILLER

I

You h ave options.

1-800-395-HELP

Asst. Scene Editor

Free. Caring.. Confidential
Q. Why did you decide to participate in the 30Hour Fast?

In Ellensburg call 925-2273
or visit us at 111 East 4th

A. I participated in the 30-hour fast because I feel
it is an eye-opening experience where I can gain
knowledge of what other people go through.
Q. What did you learn from this experience?

COURTESY OF CORTNEY HOWISEY

Cortney Howisey is a junior S<?cial services and
non-profit organizations major who participated
in the 30-Hour Fast last Thursday. After graduation, she wants to get her masters in the Peace
Corps and volunteer her time abroad.
Howisey has been working with "Water in Africa through Everyday Responsiveness" for five
years and is also involved in "Esperanza;' in Tijuana, Mexico. She feels that participating in the
fast will help her relate to what she does in other
countries.

A. I have learned what it feels like to go to bed
hungry, which has taught me not to take food for
granted. In our society food is very accessible. We
can walk into the Marketplace, swipe our [connection] card and have food in two minutes,
whereas in other countries it is not that simple.
I think it is important for people to experience
world hunger and understand what other people
go through on a day-to-day basis.

Q. Why is that important?
A. In order to better other countries. We must be
able to understand to educate. Education is the
most important tool to bettering a country or society.

Q. Where did you break your fast and what did
you eat?
A. I broke my fast at Kiku-Chan with lots and lots
of sushi.

A smattering of Central Secrets
Since April 19, students have had the opportunity to post their thoughts and
feelings anonymously in the SURC Pit. "Central Secrets" will be on display until
5 p.m. tomorrow.

:1720~Rd,
www.lnnatGooseCreek.com
goosecrk@ellensburg.com

Alldic1neroomsarenon-$1llold11g,nopetsall0\l!ed.mdindude
down comforter, jai:uul, large m-. 'IV, refrigerator, and WiFi

\lt)~

~ ~~~

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY DAVID GUZMAN
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Rich and A-Yesto.party at Lilly's
BY JOE SAVIDGE

COURTESY OF RICH AND A-YES

Central Washington University's own Rich Banks
and Anthony Stewart, better known as musical duo
Rich and A-Yes, will be hosting a sneak party at 10
p.m. this Saturday night at Lilly's Cantina in downtown Ellensburg.
According to A-Yes, the sneak party is an ode
to youthful days. Remember sneaking out of the
house, under the cover of the night?
While most Central students don't have to worry
about getting mom and dad's permission to go out,
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many are still burdened with that boyfriend, girlfriend or best friend who wants to sit on the couch
and watch movies.
Rich and A-Yes, who have been friends for 16
years, have been performing for the last four years.
While growing up in Seattle, they had a tight-knit
group of friends and family called Section Eight,
or the 8-Block. The duo says it wasn't a gang, but
a group of people dedicated to helping each other
stay positive.
"You could grow up in the worst position, but it's
all in your mind. Make the best with what you got:'
A-Yes said.
And they're not just rappers, they're musicians.
"Music is music. . We like rap and hip-hop and
rock beats, too:' A-Yes said.
Rich, a sophomore music major, uses the computer program Pro Tools to lay down beats, and also
plays the piano. A-Yes is a junior, majoring in public relations.
While Rich and A-Yes will be performing Saturday night, they are mostly looking forward to partying with the people and making sure everyone is
having their own mini-vacation.
If your boyfriend, girlfriend or best friend wants
you to stay home this Saturday night, sneak out to
Lilly's Cantina and party hard with Rich and A-Yes.

Cinematic musings
Kick-Ass not for the fa int of heart
Amanda,why
do you even write
an advice column?
Anyone can Google
something and in my
opinion you get pretty
cheesy.
Well at least you're
reading my column,
right? Obviously, I know
that anyone can Google
something and come up
with answers, that's the
beauty of our generation.
Unfortunately it goes both
ways. Any random person
can put information 4p on
the internet, regardless if
the information is correct.
So why take the chance
Googling birth control or
Adderall when you can get
real , honest and correct
advice from me? Have you
ever heard of a credible
source?
That's what I try to be;
a resource that students
can rely on to get accurate
(and yes, even funny)
information on sex, drugs,
alcohol and stress. And if
I can't answer a question
with the knowledge I
have obtained, then I do
my research and talk to
credible sources to make
sure my answers are

BY CHRISTINE JAHNS
correct.
Regarding your
"cheesy" comment, I say
thanks! Yeah, it's true , my
articles may or may not
cross the "cheesy" line, but
get over it, that's who I am.
Do you know how hard it
is to write a joke down on
paper? For me, it's hard. I
try to be someone students
can relate to and feel
comfortable writing to.
Who would want to
read an advice column
of someone with no
personality? If you've
never talked to me in
person , then you wouldn't
know that I have a
very comical and blunt
personality and I'm not
going to apologize for it
shining through in my
writing .
So for all of those
read ing my column, thank
you and keep writing in.
Unti l next week!

Hove o story to shore or o
question for Amanda? Send them
to wwc@cwu.edu. It just might
be o future topic!

ADVERTISEMENT

Check out the SCENE section online at
observer.cwu.edu / scene
16

"Kick-Ass;' taken from the Mark Millar comic
series and directed by Matthew Vaughn (Layer
Cake, Stardust), explores what might happen if
people with no super powers became superheroes.
Dave Lizewski (Aaron Johnson) is your average high school teenager who blends in with the
crowd. His love for comics prompts him to one
day ask, "How come nobody's ever tried to be a
superhero?" His friends laugh
it off and acknowledge that
anyone who would try that
would be dead in about a day.
Dave chooses not to heed
their warnings and, after a few
set backs, Dave emerges as
Kick-Ass, a national Internet
sensation.
As his popularity grows,
he encounters the bad-ass father/daughter duo: Big Daddy
(Nicolas Cage) and 11-yearold Hit-Girl (Chloe Moretz),
who have also teamed up to
fight crime. Red Mist (Christopher Mintz-Plasse) joins the
team and together they enter a
world they may not come back
from.
After seeing the previews
COURTESY OF
for this movie, I was expecting a hilarious action-comedy, but what I got was
slightly different.
I think it would have been beneficial to notice
that the R rating was partially due to strong brutal violence and pervasive language. Because I was
initially taken off guard by the extent of the violence and the fact that much of it was carried out
by the foul-mouthed Hit-Girl, I had mixed feelings about this film, but now I see this film has a
lot to offer.
Although the film is "titled "Kick-Ass:' the title
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character is one of the least compelling. Johnson is
not a bad actor, but Kick-Ass seems to get most of
his help from his fellow super heroes and only towards the end does he finally start to take charge.
The best performance came from the young
Moretz. I found myself fascinated by Hit-Girl.
At times I was taken aback by the violence and
swearing that poured out of her, but other times
I was impressed at how she
handled herself. I started to
relish in her gun wielding,
knife toting ways.
Cage and Mintz-Plasse
held their own and successfully merged into the super
hero genre, although MintzPlasse's character was quite
different from what I was
expecting. He plays a slightly
confused adolescent, like in
"Superbad" but with a slightly darker side.
The story was enjoyable,
but it felt a little slow and
unfocuseq. Some things
went unexplained and the
story would jump from one
thing to the next. They're not
SCREENCRAVE.COM huge flaws, but I sometimes
felt my attention waning between action sequences.
The film did have its funny parts. It kept things
light between the violence and helped me im- •
merse myself in the story.
.
Despite my initial negative reaction after viewing the film, I have realized that this film is fun,
engaging· and pretty kick ass. I would not recommend this film to children or people opposed
to seeing an 11-year-old vigilante, but for those
·looking for a good film with humor and action, it's
definitely one to see.
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I was thoroughly excited to try I eating this?"
Defeated, I put it down and
the new KFC Double Down. For
those of you who haven't heard pulled the pieces of chicken apart
of this hyped-up addition to the to expose the barely-there bits of
KFC family, it is a bunless chick- bacon and questionable cheese. I
en sandwich with heavy doses of knew there was no way I could fin cheese, Colonel's sauce and bacon. ish this beast and I had the mother
However, as I opened the small of all stomachaches in minutes.
The Double Down may not be
grease-stained box containing the
infamous sandwich, my excite- the best choice for the health-conment immediately faded away. scious consumer. With 540 caloThis was NOT what it looked like ries, 1380 milligrams of sodium,
in the commercial. After staring at and 32 grams of fat, it is considthe small round layers of chicken . ered a heart attack in a paper box.
Perhaps the Double Down
and processed cheese leaking
from the sides, I assured myself would be the ideal fast food choice
that it must be better than it looks. if you are wasted, hung-over or a
Boy was I wrong. Each bite of college-age boy. However, if you
this interesting creation required a are feeling adventurous, I encourhandful of napkins and raised the age you to try the Double Down
million-dollar question, "Why am challenge fo r yourself.
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Open Mic Night

Students ore invited to showcase
their musical talents in the Pit. Signups start at 6:30 p.m.

SURC pit
7 p.m.
FREE

1

''Rachelle and Stephanie at
Bertine's11
Check out the jazz vocal stylings of
Rachelle and Stephanie.
Bertine's
7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
FREE

3

Monday Movie Madness

"Indiana Jones and the Raiders of
the Lost Ark"
The journey of Indiana Jones as he
battles Nazis searching for the Ark
of the Covenant.
SURC Theatre
7 p.m. and 9 p.m.
FREE for students
$3 general admission

'-

Got Stress?
Fast and easy ways to exercise
and keep your health up
PRIZES
SURC 135
6 p.m.
FREE

,A

11

Disfigured 11

A film about an unlikely friendship between two women and
their journey to confront their
feelings about their bodies.
SURC theatre
6:30 p.m.
FREE

5

Flute Choir Recital

The CWU Flute Choir will be
performing original and arranged compositions. Conducted by Professor Hal Ott.
Music Building Recital Hall
7p.m.
FREE

BRITTANY SCOTT

N

IMITED F

LIMITED

VAC NCIE

FULLY FURNISHED, SPACIOUS APARTMENTS • LARGE, LOCKABLE
BEDROOM/BATHROOM SUITES • WASHER AND DRYER IN EACH APARTMENT
LOADED CLUBHOUSE VVITH GAME ROOM, FITNESS CENTER, TANNING BOOTHS
.
RESORT STYLE POOL, BASKETBALL COURT, GRILLS AND FIRE PITS
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Outdoor Pursuits and Rentals
Annual photo contest winners
.,-

1ST PLACE: "MONTANA FURY" BY PATRICK WILLAUER

2ND PLACE: "PURPLE HAZE" BY DAVID BROWELEIT

~-

3RD PLACE: "BRIENZERSEE" BY MATT JENKINS

Outdoor Pursuits and Rentals annual photo
contest was held in the SURC pit building from
April 20 - April 22, 2010. Here are his year's
winners, as voted on by the campus community.

For more information about OPR, call (509) 963-3537 or e-mail:
outdoorpursuits@cwu.edu
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4TH PLACE: "VANTAGE" BY MARA DILLINGER

SPORTS
SPORTS EDITOR

KEVIN PROCTOR cwuobserversports@gmail.com

Questionable Decisions
Players quitting, high pitch counts cause concern for (WU baseball
BY MATTHEW CARSTENS
Things have not gone well for Central Washington University baseball this
year, on or off the field. The Wildcats
currently hold a record of 11-31 overall and 5-19 in Great Northwest Athletic
Conference(GNAC) play. The team is last
in the conference in hitting and second to
last in pitching.
Off the field, things have gotten even
worse. In the past three weeks, two players
have quit, while another player was dismissed for disciplinary reasons. Team morale is in the tank, and several players have
voiced their displeasure with the program.
There have also been questions raised
concerning pitch counts and how Head
Coach Desi Storey has used his pitchers.
Storey denies he has abused pitchers, saying he is always careful to ask the pitchers
how their arm is feeling during games. As
for the morale issues, he blamed that on the
team's losing record.
On April 7, Keola Rubin, a junior second
baseman transfer from Pierce Community
College, was removed from the baseball
program after a verbal confrontation with
Storey.
"We've grown up our whole lives just
trying to play baseball, trying to compete;'
Rubin said. "It's a joke, the program's a joke.
I really don't miss it. I h;ited going to practices, I hated going to games, but just because I love playing baseball so much I was
always there:'
Rubin, however, was not the only one
frustrated with the team's situation, as Skyler
Schiller quit the team by his own choosing.
"I just wasn't really happy with the way
things were being run:' Schiller said. "I play
baseball because I love it, because it was
a fun sport I used to love to play. After I
came here and after two years of being un der Desi, I just don't have the same love and
desire and passion to play anymore:'
After the Western Oregon series on April
3-4, Storey held a team meeting to discuss
with the players what their options were for
the rest of the season. The players held a
meeting of their own the following day to
discuss what their plan of action would be.
According to Schiller, there is a unanimous feeling throughout the team that
players are not satisfied with the way things
are being run.
Storey "really likes to break people
down;' Schiller said. "He's a firm believer
in being a hard ass. Not very much positive
feedback comes from him. Everything was
negative and derogatory:'
A clear plan of action could not be
reached at the player's meeting because
they differed on how to solve the problems. Some wanted to just not show up at
all, while others thought that that might be
taking things too far.
The next day at practice a few of the
players, including Rubin, confronted Storey about how they were feeling. The coach
called out some different players for different reasons- one player for not wearing the

Skyler
Schiller

Keola
Rubin
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O UT OF COMMISSION Junior starting pitcher Bryce Hjellum threw 150 pitches against
Western Oregon University earlier this month. He was not available to pitch last weekend because of
soreness in his arm. Some players are concerned Coach Desi Storey is overworking his pitchers.

right cleats, another for not cleaning the
And while disciplinary issues are nothfield after games. But it was Rubin who de- ing new between a player and coach for
cided that he had had enough.
many teams, Storey's decisions about how
Storey "said that I don't respect the team, he has used his pitching staff have also
I don't respect the coachraised some questions.
es:' Rubin said. "And I
Last year on March
said, 'I respect the team, I
"It just wasn't fun
30 against Western Orrespect the coaches, but I anymore. I play baseball egon, Michael McCanna
don't respect you. I think
because I love it. After
threw a IO-inning comyou're a joke:"
plete game, throwing 174
1 came here and after
Practice was carried
pitches. Usually pitchers
out as usual that after- two years of being u nder are only asked to throw
noon. Rubin said he was Desi I just don't have the 100 pitches at any level.
called into Storey's office same love and desire and
While it is not clear if
the next day. He was inpassion to play
there is a correlation beformed of his expulsion
anymore."
tween that game and his
from the team, effective
current injury, McCanna
immediately.
is not playing this year
"We've had some ongoSKYLER SCHILLER due to a tear in his tibial
ing discipline issues with Former CWU Baseball Player collateral ligament, the
a number of players;' Stoinjury famously related
rey said. "When a player
.
to Tommy John surgery.
in front of the other players flat out tells me The surgery is named after a pitcher for the
that I'm a joke, then I feel like... my disci- Los Angeles Dodgers, Tommy John, who
pline iilld my credibility with the rest of the was the first professional athlete to successteam becomes an issue, and I will remove · fully undergo the operation in 1974.
that player from the team:'
This year, high pitch counts have been a
Rubin, who was leading the team with reoccurring theme once again.
a batting average of .366 and 4 homeruns
On March 26, junior starting pitcher
was considered by many players, including Bryce Hjellum threw 145 pitches in a game
Schiller, to be the team's best hitter.
against Montana State Billings. Eight days

later he threw 150 pitches in a game against
Western Oregon University, where temperatures were near freezing.
"On occasion he's strong enough that he
can go beyond" the normal pitch count,
Storey said about Hjellum. "He had a complete game going on over in Billings where
his pitch count went up and l wanted to
take him out, and he said, 'No waY:"
While Hjellum has been a workhorse
for Central this year, pitching deep into
games is not something he said he pre- •
fers to do regularly. He is planning to play
professional baseball and does not want to
jeopardize his future, but in a season where
wins are few and far between, he said he
wants to give his team a chance to win.
"I will never ask to come out;' Hjellum
said. "I did it for my team, [it gave us] the
best chance to win. We're definitely not doing that this year:'
Coach Storey says he always asks his
pitchers how they are feeling, and if they
are able to continue pitching late into a
game.
"When I ask them how they're doing I
expect an honest answer and I convey that
to them:' Storey said. "If a pitcher tells me
he's fine and he can go again on a weekend,
and I need to use him, I do it. If he's not
honest with me then I don't have a basis to
go with:'
Assistant Coach Abe Silvestri echoes
coach Storeys sentiments.
"Nobody, as long as I've been coaching,
knows their body like Bryce Hjellum does:'
Silvestri said. "And nobody is as much of a
student of pitching as Bruce Hjellum:'
However, there are others who believe
it doesn't matters how a player may feel ..
after so many pitches. Jason Churchill, ·
founder of Prospectlnsider.com and writer
for ESPN.com, has been covering major
league baseball since 2006 and specializes
in scouting and player development.
"The problem with that isn't that it was
back to back;' Churchill said. "It's that the
kid was asked to throw 150 pitches in the
first place. That should never have happened. That's when insanity comes to mind:'
Professionally, it is unheard of for pitchers to go that long in a single game. Roy
Halladay, starting pitcher of the Philadelphia Phillies and one of Major League
Baseball's most durable pitchers, has never ~
gone 150 pitches in a game. Ever.
"It's a fireable offense at any level;'
Churchill said. "A college pitcher should ·"
never throw 120 or 130 pitches really. Certainly not 150. It shows that [the coach]
certainly isn't there for the kids, and that
he's there for his own sake. He's there to win
games and doesn't really care what happens
to the kids after, because ·otherwise they
would have paid attention to that:'

"PITCHING"
CONTINUED ON P.20

Head Coach
Desi Storey

THE OBSERVER • APR IL 29 - MAY 5, -2010

19 ·

SPORTS
"PITCHING"
CONTINUED FROM P.19
One current player on the team
who wished to remain anonymous
believes that Storey has pushed
pitchers like Hjellum too far.
"I think it's awful;' said the
anonymous player. "There's a difference between wanting to win
games and sacrificing someone's
arm. Hjellum has already been
drafted but didn't sign. He's a professional-caliber pitcher. There's
no reason to throw a kid that
many pitches:'
Storey has been coaching baseball for over 20 years, and said
keeps in contact on a consistent
basis with many of his former
players over the years. Through- out the years, Storey says there
have been no residual effects
from players occasionally pitching deeper into games.
"For the most part we stay pretty close to our norms, but you're
gonna have those rare instances
where you go over that;' Storey
said.
Hjellum said he's thrown over
130 pitches in six different games
this year alone. He did not pitch
this past weekend against St.
Martin's because of soreness in
his arm.
The second questionable use
of pitchers this year is with Schiller, a regular outfielder, who was
asked to get loose to pitch in a
Saturday game against Western

Oregon. Schiller warmed up for
three innings, waiting to get into
the game. By the time he was
ready to pitch, Central was losing
so badly that he was not needed.
The following day Schiller was
asked again to pitch, still being
sore from the day before.
"After the Western Oregon
series, that's when I hung it up;'
Schiller said. "That's when he
made me pitch all those games
and I was so sore for the next four
days in my arm that I couldn't lift
weights or throw a baseball:'
Schiller threw 63 pitches in live
game action that day to go along
with his warm-up sessions that
day and the day before.
Storey counters: "Have we had
arm injuries? Yeah, but it's not
due to overuse of pitch counts.
You try and do the best you can
for the athlete. You don't want to
hurt them:'
However,
according
to
Churchill, it is incidents like these
that cause injuries to happen.
Pitching is one of the most violent
acts in sports. When a non-pitcher is asked to pitch that much it
is not healthy, he said. If the arm
and body are not conditioned to
pitch, players can become seriously injured down the road,
Churchill said.
"If the athletic director out
there has a clue and does his
homework;'
Churchill
said,
"you're baseball coach probably
shouldn't have a job anymore:'

Swim club makes big splash
in national competition
BY ANTHONY HO GAN
Weekend before last, Central's Swim Club took on the
country in the American Swim
Association (ASA-U) National
meet in Atlanta Georgia, hosted by Emory University. The
wildcats swam their way to a
team standings of 10th overall.
The men took seventh and
the women took fifteenth. Key
performances by junior Sam
Clark, junior Baden Sprinkle,
junior Meagan Wilson and
freshman Ellora Wable made
a big impact on the club.
The team has been training
year round because they are
always in competition. They
said hard work and determination helped them make it tQ
the national meet.
To start off the meet, the
men's 200-yard medley relay
placed 10th overall. Right after that, Sprinkle took seventh in the 200-yard freestyle
' Cc:\Ce. He also recorded a good
time of 27.17 seconds in the
SO-yard backstroke which got
him ninth overall.
A big factor for the team was
junior Sam Clark, who came
out of the meet with two national titles and four other individual titles. Clark took 1st
in the fastest race, the 25-yard
freestyle with a time of 10.14
seconds. Then Clark turned
around and was victorious in
the SO-yard freestyle with a
time of 21.31 secon9s.
"It was nice to know I had
the fastest time going · into
the final but I knew I still had
work to do;' Clark said. "I got
it done in both of the events
and by then I was so happy to
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be done:'
Sprinkle also placed 19th
out of 60 in the SO-yard freestyle, with a time of23.27 seconds.
Clark wasn't done after that,
he placed fourth in the 25 yard
butterfly with a time of 11.10
seconds and in the SO-yard
butterfly with a time of 25.39
seconds.
Clark and Sprinkle both
placed in the 100-yard freestyle swim. Clark took second
with the time of 48.71 seconds
while Sprinkle took fourth
with the time of 49.88 seconds.
"I felt great and really happy
with the way the race turned
out;' said Sprinkle. "It was
good to have Central well represented in the race:'
The Lady Wildcats put
down good marks in the pool
as well in the National meet.
Junior Meagan Wilson placed
in a total of three events and
one in the top 15. Her time
of 107.71 seconds in the 100yard Backstroke placed her
8th in the meet.
Wilson also placed ninth in
the 200-yard backstroke with
the time of 2:33.48 seconds
and helped add to the team
total. Freshman Ellora Wahle helped the team score by
placing 10th in the 200-yard
breaststroke, ·while Wilson
placed tenth in the 200-yard
individual medley.
"I feel the team did well with
all the performances that happened at the meet, " Sprinkle
said. "We are gonna be a
strong force for the next part
of the season:'

PITCH COUNTS

CWU Rodeo Club puts on a show
BY MIKE REED
The hooves hit the dirt last
weekend as the Central Washington University's Rodeo Team
hosted the Northwest Regional
Rodeo #3 and the Todd Anderson Memorial Rodeo. The weekend attracted teams from all over
the Northwest, including Washington, Idaho and Oregon. A total of 10 teams competed in the
weekend events.
Junior Jordan Crossley got
the women's team started as
she placed fifth in women's all
around with 138 points, placing
fourth in the team roping header
with a time of 13.7 seconds, and
sixth in barrel racing with a time
of 18.62 seconds.
Senior Manda Mellergaard
placed seventh in barrel racing
and junior Jocelyn Sloan placed
third in breakaway roping.
"I broke a barrier on Friday,
which was disappointing because of the IO-second penalty
but overall I did alright;' Meller-
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gaard said.
With the combined scores of
the three, the women's rodeo
team took third place with a total
of 277 points in the Northwest
Regional Rodeo #3.
Senior Joey Bergevin placed second in the tie-down roping with
10.7 seconds and fourth in team
roping healer with 13.67 seconds,
helping the men's team place forth
overall with a total of214 points.
"They're not only competing,
they're running around helping
put on the rodeo, which made
it hard for them to focus on the
events, but they still did really
well;' said Kay Davis, rodeo adviser.
The Todd Anderson Memorial
Rodeo began Saturday morning
with slack events. After the slack
events, the main performance of
the day started at 5:30 p.m.
In the Todd Anderson Memorial Rodeo, sophomore Carl
Bissonette placed sixth in steer
wrestling
with
16.3 seconds. According to Bissonette,
Friday
was a tough night,
as he missed his
steer and did not
place in saddle
bronc rid1ng.
Bissonette emphasized that in
steer
wrestling
it is common to
borrow someone
else's horse. He
made three runs
on- the horse before the rodeo. He
said
that it's more
A NNELISE ANDERSON
about confidence
SADDLE UP A rodeo contestant tries to gain control
in himself to ride
of the bucking bronco in the Todd Anderson Memorial
the horse than the
Rodeo last weekend.

' 20

Senior pitcher Tyler Warne throws a pitch against St. Martin's last weekend.

horse being difficult to ride.
"Friday was kinda getting used
to the horse a little bit, he clicked
and I was finally able to make a
few runs;' Bissonette said.
As for his other team member, Bergevin placed eighth in tie
down roping with a score of27.l.
With their two combined scores
the men's team placed fifth in the
rodeo with 60 points.
The men's team was not the ,
only one making good times.
The women's team, along with
Mellergaard, placed fourth in
the women's all-around with
175 points. She placed eighth in
break away roping and with her
two scores combined in goat tying, while Mellergaard placed
first. With her hard work and
dedication to the sport, she is
now first in the Northwest Regional standing for goat tying
with a point total of 509.
Sophomore Amanda Emerson
placed seventh in barrel racing at
37.74 seconds and Sloan placed
second in break-away roping.
With combined points of 320 for
the women's team, they placed
fourth in the Todd Anderson
Memorial Rodeo.
"Even though it was windy
and cold, there was still a large
crowd. It's great to see that kind
of support from the community
and students;' Davis said.
The women's team is now in
second place in the Northwest
Region standing with 2,376.50
points and 17th in the nation.
The men's team is now fifth place
in the Northwest Region standing with a total of 785 points.
The rodeo team's next adventure takes place in Milton-Freewater, Ore. for the Northwest
Regional #4.
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Softball reclaims first place in GNAC
BY JON CLEVELAND
The Lady Wildcats played five games
.this. week against divisional opponent

Northwest Nazarene University (NNU)
Crusaders, the first of which was played
on Thursday. Central showed up ready
to play and scored three runs in the first
inning, thanks in large part to a two-run
homerun by senior outfielder Ashley Fix.
Fix's homer set the tone for the rest of the
game and NNU .was unable to compete
with Central's potent offense.
Junior pitcher Lauren Hadenfield
pitched five strong innings until the sixth
when Central went to the bullpen and let
senior pitcher Katriina Reime finish the
game.
CWU finished the day with 18 hits
and made it nearly impossible for NNU
to make a comeback. The final score was
13-6 in Central's favor.
Hadenfeld was on the mound again
for the Wildcats in game one on Friday.
Central's first four batters were able to get
a hit and gave central a 1-0 lead.
In the bottom of the fourth inning,
senior outfielder Danielle Monson hit
an RBI triple to give central a 2-0 lead.
Hadenfield struck out the side in the top
of the fourth and fifth inning, keeping
the Crusaders looking for an answer. The
Lady Wildcats scored another run in the
bottom of the fifth on an RBI single by
sophomore catcher Meghan Kopczynski,
and the Wildcats took a 3-0 victory.
Hadenfield was dominant once again
in game two of the series. She pitched a
complete game shutout and allowed just
three hits and no earned runs, while
striking out 10.
"Always get ahead in the count I hate
getting behind," Hadenfeld said. "Getting
that lead with two strikes no balls count,
that's my favorite count to throw against
because it leaves me a little leeway."
Game three of the series on Friday
was a similar story to the game before.
Both teams remained scoreless until the
bottom of the third when junior second
baseman Keilani Cruz singled to left and
gave Central their first run of the game.
Central put another run on the board in
the fourth after a solo homerun by Kelsey
Haupert and Central took the lead 2-0.
The score remained 2-0 until the 6th
inning when Cruz and junior shortstop Samantha Petrich hit back to back solo home
runs and put another two runs to the Wildcats lead.

"Felt pretty good I mean it made me
happy," Cruz said. "We've actually done
that two or three times this season already me and Sam."
Sophomore pitcher Lindy Baxter
pitched well for the Wildcats in game
three. She gave up just two hits and no
earned runs, and gave Central their second complete game shutout of the day.
"We threw them a lot of rise balls and
they were just hitting them and popping
everything up," Baker said.
Central won their third straight game
of the series by a final score of 4-0.
Saturday's double header would be the
final two games of the series and also senior night for the Lady Wildcats. It was
the final chance for Central's four seniors
to shine in front of their hometown fans.
The four seniors playing their last
home game for . the wildcats were outfielder Ashley Fix, third baseman Chris· tyne Alley, Pitcher Katriina Reime and
outfielder Danielle Monson.
Ashley Fix had ~ great career for the
Wildcats and started three years in the
outfield. She hit nearly .300 this year and
had a career high 5 RBI's in in one game
Saturday (senior day). Fix has 46 RBI's in
her career and was a leader for the womens fast pitch team thi-s season.
Christyne Alley played previously at Mt.
Hood Community college and Division I
Portland State University. In 47 at bats, Alley recorded 7 RBI's and was a big contributor to the team's success this season.
Katriina Reime is tied for second in
saves in school history with 4. Heading
into Saturday's games she had a 1.80 era
and a 5-0 record on the season. Katriina is the closer for the Wildcats and a
big reason why they won so many close
games. Katriina has 126 strikeouts in her
career in 259 innings pitched.
Danielle Monson holds the NCAA division II record for consecutive game hit
streak with 40 games. She holds the record for highest batting average in school
. history at .427 and the school record for
highest on base percentage at .469.
CWU would keep the momentum going in game one of the double header on
Saturday, scoring four quick first inning
runs. Two of Central's first inning runs
came from senior Ashley Fix after Fix hit
a double to left field.
The Wildcats came back the next inning putting up another fo ur runs on the
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NATE WALLEN

SOFT HANDS Senior outfielder Ashley Fix makes a running catch last weekend against Northwest
Nazarene University.

·

board. In the second inning Central's
senior outfielder Danielle Monson· hit a
single extending her consecutive game
hit strike to 40 games and breaking the
NCAA division II record which previously stood at 39 games.
In the bottom of the fifth, Central
scored their firial run off a single by Ashley Fix who had a carrier high 5 RBI's for
the day.
The game would end in the fifth because the mercy rule was in affect, taking
a 9-1 victory over NNU. Hadenfeld picked
up another win in game one Saturday, allowing just one earned run and improving ·
her record to 17-4 on the season.
.Central final game of the week was a
hard fought battle between both teams.
NNU struck first getting three runs off
six hits in· the second inning putting central down early. Central answered back
hitting three doubles in a row and tying
the game at three.
The Crusaders scored another run in
the fourth when sophomore outfielder
Emily Renfrow hit a RBI double down the
right field line.

Central would take the lead in the bottom of the fourth after Petrich hit a double
that scored two runs giving.the wildcats a
two run lead heading into the fifth.
The Crusaders would score their final
run of the game in the fifth, giving Wildcats their fifth win game of the week the
series sweep against NNU. With the five
wins on the week, the Wildcats improved
there record to 29-13 on the year and currently sit in first place in the GNAC.
The Wildcats play two double headers against Montana State Billings next .,
weekend.
·

GNAC Standings
Softball
Conference
W L
Central Washington 24 8
Western Oregon
22 10
Western Washington 18 14
MSU Billings
17 15
Saint Martin's
11 25
Northwest Nazarene 8 28
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29 13
28 17
22 21
20 23
17 33
9 34
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Baseball salvages one against SMU
BY MATTHEW CARSTEN S
CWU took the first game of the Sa't"My curve ball was working pretty
urday double -header into the ninth in - good today," Walkenhauer said. 'Tm
ning with a 7-5 lead. However junior not really a strike-out pitcher. I just
pitcher Palmer Brown could not hold try to throw good pitches early and
on to the lead and gave up 3 runs mak- they were pretty aggres sive early in the
ing it an 8-7 ballgame in favor of the count and got themselves out."
visiting St. Martin's University (SMU).
In the sixth inning the Wildcats had
The bats were hot in Saturday's game runners on first and third when Ricky
as both teams combined for over 30 · McKinney hit a sacrifice fl y to drive in
hits. But as good as the bats were, the the go ahead run making it a 6 -5 ball
pitching and defense were equally bad.
game. Walkenhauer for the top of the
Central had 5 errors, two of which seventh shut the Saints down 1-2-3,
were charged to junior second basemen prese~ving the 6-5 lead and getting the
Kelly Gau who was replaced mid-game win .
_ by junior Nate Sadler.
Sunday continued to be the sam e
The first batter for the Wildcats in story that it ha s been all year for Centhe ninth was senior infielder Kevin tral baseball. St. Martin's went up 3-0
Schnieder, who hit a deep shot to right in the first inning and never surrenfield which resulted in an in the-park- dered the lead. Central's effort was valhome run.
iant, coming within 1 run in the fourth
"I had already started my little home inning after their second double steal
run jog ," Schneider said. "I got about of the game, but could not quite get the
half way to third base and I saw Desi lead.
trying to wave me around like I was go·In the second game of the Sunday
ing to get thrown out but I guess it went double header the Wildcat pitching
out, came back underneath the fence held the opposing team under 5 runs
and the guy tried to throw it back in."
for just the seventh time this season.
After being given a second chance, Unfortunately, the Wildcat hitters
the Wildcat pen promptly gave up a could not muster up more than 3 runs,
3-run homerun. The Wildcat bats did lossing the game 4-3 .
not have much to say in the bottom of
Senior Jake Hammons, Central's
the tenth with a final score of 11-8.
regular starting catcher, pitched a comThe second game was a back and plete game in his second start of the
forth game of cat and mouse between year. Hammons went seven innings
the two GNAC teams. Senior pitcher and gave up 4 runs, 3 earned, on 9 hits.
Kevin Walkenhauer kept his team in
Central is on the road next week and
the ball game the whole way.
is traveling south of the border to take
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DOUBLE PLAY Senior shortstop Evan Churlin tries to break up a double play on the basepaths.

on first place Western Oregon. They're
home the following week to play Montana State Billings in the final series of
the year.
Central is now 5-19 in conference
play, with a 11-31 overa ll record and
will look to bounce back against Western Oregon next weekend.

GNAC Standings
Baseball
Conference Overall
W L
W L
Western Oregon
Northwest Nazarene
Saint Martin's
MSU Billings
Cen tral Washington

21
18
12
7
5

3
9
11
21
19

27
26
17
8
11

14
18
23
32
31

Nig t
th
Thursday, MaY. 6
s-q pm
Downtown Ellensburg businesses are staying
·open late for You! Come join us for this
annual spring event!
Sponsored by:
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Independent Retirement,
Assisted Living & Memory Care
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For more information visit www.e11ensburgdowntown~qrg and follow us on
www.facebook.com/el1ensburgdowntown.
...
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509-925-7275

Www. collegepa rka pts. com
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CENTRAL WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY
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,
,CWUJs a.n EEO/AA/Tltle IX lnstittJtion, Persons with disabilitlesmay requesveaso,nable
'accommodation by calling the Center for Disability Services at 509-963-2171 or TDD 509-963-2143.

